
Witney Footpath No. 32 (410/32/10) Anomaly Report 

 

The County Council is undertaking a review of its Definitive Map and Statement, which 
is the legal record of public rights of way. Part of this review includes identifying paths 
that have noticeably been marked incorrectly on the Map.  

 

Over time, the Map has been routinely updated since it was first produced in the 1950s, 
as revisions to Ordnance Survey mapping were produced. Our path data must be 
overlaid on to that Ordnance Survey mapping which can, sometimes, result in minor 
gap anomalies that require rectification. Where these anomalies come to light, the Map 
can only be amended by the Council making an Order that modifies the Map. One 
such path issue has come to light in Witney, as detailed below. 

 

The present Definitive Map, dating from 2006, records the path (purple line) as shown 
below, with the general highway coloured pink. 
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This shows the path running from the Market Square and stopping short of 
Marlborough Lane and there is a gap between points A and B. The gap is part of the 
walked route of the path on the ground and runs past the courtyard of the Blue Boar 
public house. 

 

The former Witney Urban District Council had previously spotted this omission and 
requested that the path be added to the Definitive Map in 1964 when a review was 
undertaken. As a consequence, the path was then shown on the 1968 Definitive Map 
without any gap between Footpath 32 and the road. However, the next Definitive Map 
that was produced in 1999 shows the route stopping short of Marlborough Lane, as 
does the current map that was published in 2006. 
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1968 Review of Definitive Map 

 

Letter from Witney Urban District Council requesting inclusion of route 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1968 Draft Map 

 

This records the route (although its reproduction below is of poor quality). 

 

 
 

1968 Draft Modification Map 

 

This records the route (although its reproduction below is also of poor quality). 

 

 
 

 



1968 Definitive Map and Statement 

 

This records the route (although its reproduction below is also of poor quality). 

 

 
 

 

The 1968 Definitive Statement describes the path running from Market Square to 
Marlborough Lane. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1999 Definitive Map and Statement 

 

This map shows the route of the path, although the extent of the route is unclear, 
possibly because of the dashed line symbology being used to show the path. 

 

 
 

The 1999 Definitive Statement describes the path running from Market Square to the 
E end of Marlborough Lane. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2006 Definitive Map and Statement 

 

This, current, Map similarly shows the route of the path stopping short of Marlborough 
Lane. 

 

 
 

The current Definitive Statement describes the path running from the Market Square 
to the E end of Marlborough Lane. 

 

 
 

 
 

Historically, the alignment of the path where it joins Marlborough Lane was recognised 
on older OS mapping. The Ordnance Surveyors drawing of 1811, OS First Edition Map 
of 1878, the Second Edition of 1899 and the Third Edition of 1921 are shown below. 
These evidence the route’s existence since the early 1800s. 

 

There have been no legal changes to the path since it was recorded on the 1968 
Definitive Map and its current recorded alignment which stops short of Marlborough 
Lane has, instead, occurred and been perpetuated in error due to a drafting error on 
the 1999 Definitive Map which did not show the path extending far enough west to 
connect with Marlborough Lane. The request made by Witney Urban District Council 
to record the path described it as running from Marlborough Lane as do the Definitive 
Statements from 1968 and 1999.  

 

On the ground the section of path that is ‘missing’ from the map currently runs west to 
join Marlborough Lane and, seemingly, always has done.  

 

 

 



Images from Google Street View 

 

 
Looking west towards archway towards Marlborough Lane 

 

 
Looking east through archway towards Market Square 

 

 
Looking west at Marlborough Lane 

 

In due course, the Council will make and advertise an Order to modify the Map. When 
this is done, a copy will be sent to you and its effect will simply allow the Map to be 
rectified and there will be no physical change on the ground or cost to you. 


